LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Parents and Community Members:

This is the month that the difficult decision-making begins on
the school district’s budget before it is finalized and adopted by
the Board of Education. With these tough economic times, your
input is even more valuable than ever. If you can’t get to a Board
meeting on Thursday evenings, please feel free to email or call
us with your comments or concerns. | am also willing to add a
different location and/or time to meet with groups of people who
would like to discuss the budget and/or the budget process and
would be open to your suggestions in that area as well. Our goal
is to put together a budget that meets the needs of the students,
maintains an excellent program, and doesn’t put a strain on fam-
ily resources. To do that, we are trying to create more efficient
ways of running the district and eliminating waste wherever we
find it. Sharing your observations with us can help us achieve
those goals.

The Health & Wellness Committee just finished a “pyramid” of
interventions designed to prevent bullying in the district. This will
be published in student handbooks. It was a valuable experience
to talk about what has been done, what is being done, and how
much more we could do in this area. When students hear the
same message in school and at home about “treating others as
you would like to be treated,” it reinforces the polite, respectful
behavior that makes us so proud of our students!

The Board of Regents approved the New York State P-12 Common
Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts (ELA) and Lit-
eracy; the New York State P-12 Common Core Learning Stan-
dards for Mathematics; and the New York State Prekindergarten
Learning Standards. The Board had previously adopted the na-
tional Common Core Standards in July 2010 with the understand-
ing that additional New York State specific K-12 expectations and
prekindergarten standards would be added later. As of early July
2010, twenty states had formally adopted these Common Core
Standards. By 2012-13, all classroom instruction is expected to
be fully aligned to the new standards. For us, this means rework-
ing the curriculum and potentially shifting topics from one grade
level to another.

Dr. Cheryl Thomas
Superintendent of Schools

Newfield Central School District, 247 Main Street, Newfield, NY 14867 ¢

(607) 564-9955

Ease on Down the Road!

“The Wiz”

Dorothy (Kelci Fargnoli-Peter-
son) lives on a Kansas farm
and spends her afternoons
daydreaming and playing with
her dog, Toto. One day, a
storm develops into a twister
(Skyler Cooper, Tiffany Hard-
en, Daymone Meeks, Evan
Miller, Emily Stevenson, Caleb
Stone) that hits the farm with
a fury, ripping the porch from
the house and taking Dorothy
with it! Dorothy is transported
to the mysterious land of Oz -
a world filled with new friends
(Jackie Gerow, Mickey Beach,
Tricia Wall), scary witches
(Cortney Russell), a “hip” wiz-
ard (Adam Friedlander), and
many grand adventures!

This March, the Newfield Tro-
jan Masquers are “psyched” to
present the “groovy” musical,
“The Wiz” — a 1970’s, urban
version of L. Frank Baum’s,
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.”
It has a “far out” cast, crew and
band, consisting of students,
faculty/staff and community
members; and, all involved
in the show say it’s really “far
out!" So, slip on your 1970’s
“threads” and “ease on down”
to the Vincent Aiosa Auditori-
um on March 18th, 19th, 25th,
and 26th at 7 P.M., to “get in
the groove” with some great
70’s funk music! You can get
your ticket at the H.S. office.
Hopefully, we’ll “catch ya on
the flip side!”
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FREE GED CLASSES

Spring is coming and there is
no better time to get out of the
house!

Free GED Classes are being of-
fered at Newfield Elementary
School!! Classes are held on
Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ings from 9-12. Childcare may
be provided. For information
or to enroll please call Pame-
la Babcock at 564-9955, ext.
1110.

KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

Newfield Elementary School
will hold an information
night for PARENTS ONLY
on Wednesday, March 23,
2011 at 6:30 pm in the ele-
mentary library. Kindergar-
ten teachers and support staff
will present an overview of the
kindergarten program and in-
formation regarding screen-
ings.

Parents of children new to the
district who haven’t received a
registration packet will need to
call the Elementary Office at
564-9955 ext. 1145 between
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. for informa-
tion.

Only children who will reach
their 5th birthday on or before
December 1, 2011 are eligible
for kindergarten enrollment.

ELEMENTARY
READING INCENTIVE

KUDOS MR. A!

Third grade teacher, Jon Arm-
strong, has been selected
again to be one of the judges
for this year’s Syracuse St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. He will
be one of the judges for the
marching bands and bagpipe
bands in the parade.

The elementary reading teach-
ers would like to officially an-
nounce this year’s reading in-
centive program for 2011.....
drum roll please! We will be us-
ing the Monopoly game theme
with a Newfield twist. Read
your way around our town,
looking for familiar streets and
places!! Parents, be watching
for more information that will
come home
with your stu-
dent. The pro-
gram kicks off

on March 7th!

The parade will be held in
downtown Syracuse on Satur-
day, March 12th at noon. The
parade will also be broadcast
live on channel 9 from Syra-
cuse. So come to the parade
(and wave to Mr. A. on the
judge’s stand) or watch it on
television!

The RUMOR Mill/Q & A Forum

Do you have a question that would be of interest to others
and don’t know who to ask? Or have you gotten a variety
of answers to the same question, depending on who was
asked? The purpose of this column is to inform the public
and “set the record straight” on topics that are of inter-
est to students, staff, parents, and community members.
Please send in all questions or “rumors” to cshipos@new-
fieldschools.org so that they can be researched and an-
swered for everyone.

Question #1: Do you have any update on whether schools
will be allowed to sell chocolate milk?

Answer: The most current information we have is that schools will
only be allowed to sell 1% or skim milk and that all flavored milk
(like chocolate milk) will need to be skim (fat free). Mrs. Wood,
Newfield’s Food Service Director, is surveying school milk suppli-
ers to find out if fat-free chocolate milk is available.

Question #2: Has there been a change in the date for the
next early release day?

Answer: Yes. The May early release day will be on May 13th, not
May 6th. This will enable our district to host the New York State
School Music Association’s Solo Festival that weekend. Details
about time of dismissal will be forthcoming.

Question #3: When will next year’s calendar be available?
Answer: The proposed 2011-2012 school calendar will be on a
Board of Education agenda in March. Once it is adopted by the
Board of Education, it can be published and made available to
parents, staff and community.
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MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS MONTH

March has been officially designated by The National Association
for Music Education for the observance of Music In Our Schools
Month (MIOSM®). This is the time of year when music education
becomes the focus of schools across the nation.

MIOSM began as a single statewide celebration in 1973, and has
grown over the decades to encompass a day, then a week, and
then in 1985 to become a month long celebration of school music.
The purpose of MIOSM is to raise awareness of the importance of
music education for all children, and to remind citizens that school
is where all children should have access to music. MIOSM is an
opportunity for music teachers to bring their music programs to
the attention of the school and the community and to display the
benefits school music brings to students of all ages.

Newfield’s music department is nationally ranked as one of the Best
Communities for Music Education in the United States. One of just
174 other schools, the elementary school was named to this list in
2010, the only elementary program in New York State and one of
only five elementary programs in the nation to be recognized with
this honor. Newfield offers a wide variety of programs for our stu-
dents including string lessons, band, chorus, general music, and
other specialized classes, courses, and performing ensembles.

This month the music department will be celebrating Music in our
Schools Month in a number of ways including concerts, field trips,
and the high school musical. Thank you to the Newfield commu-
nity for its continued support for music in our schools. Music is a
gift that lasts a lifetime!

News from the High School Guidance Office
Rick Pawlewicz, 564-9955 ext. 3133, rpawlewicz@newfieldschools.org

It doesn’t seem possible that there are less than 70 school days
remaining before Regents Week. It will be here before you know
it and we should work together to ensure that our students are
prepared and ready for these rigorous assessments. WWW.RE-
GENTSPREP.ORG can be a wonderful resource to review and pre-
pare right now! Good luck!

I am still working on next year’s scheduling by reviewing student
course selections. This is an important process and | welcome
parent involvement! With this said, | will be hosting a JUNIOR/
PARENT COLLEGE INFORMATION NIGHT on March 8, 2011 in
the HS Library. This is a critical meeting that will provide informa-
tion to students and parents. See you there!

Our Senior College Acceptances have grown this past month and
you should stop outside the High School Office and see the places

where our students may be next falll

In the Middle...

Attention 8th grade parents:
On March 3rd, 2011, the mid-

dle school will be hosting an in-
formational Transition Night
from 6:00-7:00 in the High
School Auditorium. Similar to
the middle school orientation,
you and your child will be pro-
vided with important informa-
tion regarding the high school
curriculum, graduation require-
ments and the scheduling pro-
cess. As parents you will also
have the opportunity to set up
a meeting about your child's
schedule for next year.

I strongly encourage you and
your child to attend this event.
If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Jack-
quelyn Woodard at (607) 564-
9955 ext. 2132 or jwoodard@
newfieldschools.org.

NEWFIELD
RECREATION

Thank you and congratulations
to all families and residents who
participated in the First Annual
Recreation Snowman Build-Off!
It was a lot of fun and we are
hoping to make next year even
bigger and better!

Summer Camp applications
are now available on the Rec-
reation bulletin board outside
the elementary school office,
at the Town Hall, or by email-
ing NewfieldRecreation@gmail.
com. The dates for this year’s
summer camp are June 27th
through August 5th.

Baseball and softball sign-ups
will be held in April so keep
your eyes open for that, as well
as other new recreation pro-
grams being offered!

Dustin James
Newfield Recreation Director
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MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL

HIGH HONORS

Grade 6

Eric Allen

Nick Bentley
Mariyah Byrd
Elena Fine

Jaclyn Hackett
Hannah Havlik
Katherine Heath
Alora Henry
Shelby Hodge
Jordan Jacobs
Mathew Johnson
Zachary Keagle
Patrick King
Devonn McKenna
Jordann McKenna
Andrew Miller
Antoinette Myers
Christopher Pierce
Devon Poludniak
Mariah Schloupt
Kathryn Schumacher
Scott Vanetten
Tyler Vanostrand
Dylon Wylie
Rachel Yaples

Grade 7

Adams, Jordan
Allen, Jeffrey
Banfield, Cole
Bledsoe, Casey
Fargnoli-Peterson, M.
Ford, Eli

Garcia, Thome
Green, Mackenzie
Henderson, Kiersten
Hollenbeck, Myranda
King, Spencer

Lorer, Jennah
Malone, Jazmin
Mosher, Rhianna
Olmstead, Bailey
Shay, Alexis
TenWolde, Zozha

St.

Hapgyﬁ?

atric

Grade 8

Berry, Dante
Bump, Rachael
Carter, Max
Castrechino, Dillon

DeLorme-Novakowski, E.

Frank, Nathan
Gerow, Thomas
Graves, Lesa
Harris, Kelsey
Hulbert, Damion
Jacobs, Brianna
Johnson, Andrea
Martin, Cassandra
McKee, Katie
Meeker, Billy
Miller, Jasmine
Moravec, Nicole
Moynihan, Taina
Naylor, Melissa
Nye-Smith, Luke
Piotti, Seth
Rynone, Riley
Schreiber-Harris, Alex
Sexton, Christie
Strednak, Alexandra
Teeter, Megan
Trask, Tyler
Tuckerman, Megan
Warnimont, Kelsey
Woods, Alaina
Wright, Joseph

HONORS

Grade 6

Adams, Shymeek
Artibee, Katelyn
Brown, Robert
Colburn, Sean
Heffron, Thomas
Hines, Eric

Hockenberry, Andreana

Kelly, Dustin

King, Logan
Miller-Foote, Jaedee
Peabody, Kim
Piotti, Zachary
Riley, Nick
Rynone, Dante
Spencer, Brett
Teeter, Abigail
Wood-Ellis, Abigail
Worcester, Salena
Grade 7
Castrechino, Chyanne
Duff, Sage
Fenner, Kelsey
McSwain, Erik
Strosnider, Alora
Teeter, Jessica
Troy, Abbigayle
Warnimont, Jeremiah
Willis, Dylan
Zahradnik, Kali
Grade 8

Becker, Daniel
Brewster, Hayley
Chrisman, Andy
Colburn, Jordan
DeMann, Fred
Dickens, Dawn
Frederick, Cody
Goodwin, Kayla
Hallett, Arin
Schloupt, Hannah
Strednak, Nate

ks Day

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS & POETRY FOUNDATION PRESENT

POETRY

POETRY OUTLOUD

Poetry can be a force in your
life, or in the life of your son
or daughter here at the high
school. All students partici-
pated in classroom recitation
competitions again this year,
and our school-wide compe-
tition was held on January
12th. Our judges commented
that the level of competition
has been raised, and that they
were very impressed with the
recitations. Judges included
Elizabeth Bleicher, a professor
at Ithaca College who over-
sees student teachers of Eng-
lish; Nancy Dolge, retired el-
ementary teacher who came
back to school to judge; and
Sim Redmond, singer/song-
writer, who returned again this
year. Additionally, Mr. Githler
was our accuracy judge, and
Cierra Hulbert was our scor-
ing coordinator. Competitors
included several returning stu-
dents, Cynthia Ulbing, Geof-
frey Beeley, Terry Edwards,
Adam Friedlander, and Cortney
Russell. Newcomers included
Alexander Miller, Emmy Stred-
nak, Mick Beach, Kelci Fargnoli-
Peterson, Anastasja Moynihan,
Sarah Griggs, Brandon Kamin,
Joe Peabody, Caleb Stone, and
Brianna Zichettella.

Three students advanced to
the regional competition which
was held in Treadwell on Feb-
ruary 5th. They were Brianna
Zichettella, Kelci Fargnoli-
Peterson, and Cynthia UI-
bing. Congratulations to all
the participants. The English
department is grateful to those
who gave their time, to all the
participants, as well as to Mr.
Derfel and the Newfield PTA for
their support.
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March Blast from the
Past

Hal Smith graduated from New-
field in 1987 and later attended
University at Albany as both an
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dent. Hal enjoyed the academic
opportunities of the large college
because it “enabled me to take a
wide variety of classes from some
of the leading experts in their
fields.”

Hal is currently employed as an
Associate Professor of Information
Sciences and Technology at Penn
State. His primary responsibilities
are teaching and research but he
comments that an “amazing as-
pect of my job is having the free-
dom to learn and think about any-
thing | want. | have a wide variety
of research interests which include
software architecture, network
science, and data mining as well
as pure mathematics. While my
time in traditional classes is great,
mentoring students as they work
with me on my research projects
and begin to pursue their own
research questions is what really
makes me look forward to going
to work.”

Hal offers the following advice to
students of Newfield: “Obviously,
doing well academically is impor-
tant if you want to have the op-
tions you hope for. Pursue oppor-
tunities that excite and interest
you, not just ones that lead to an
outcome you think you should ob-
tain. Move away for a while...far
away. You can always move back.
You will learn more about your-
self and the world if you remove
yourself from the familiar. Pay
attention to the other aspects of
life. Academics are important but
you also need to develop a good
work/life balance. Time is a finite,
non-renewable, continuously con-
sumed resource with no alterna-
tives — use it wisely.”

If you know of a former New-
field graduate interested in
sharing their Blast from the
Past, contact Rick Pawlewicz.

Excellence — What does it really look like?

Shortly after becoming principal, | began sharing with students,
staff, and families my observation that Newfield High School is a
great place to be. It's small, it’s friendly, people know each other,
and everyone looks out for each other. Now that the first semes-
ter has ended and we are moving slowly towards spring, | can
confirm that this early observation was accurate. Newfield High
School is, indeed, a great place to be.

At the same time, Newfield High School is dynamic — a living
breathing community that we recreate on a daily basis. For this
reason, it is essential that we frequently reflect on how things are
going so that we can monitor our direction and make adjustments
if we begin drifting off course. | would like to take this opportu-
nity to suggest that a minor adjustment needs to be made so that
we can continue moving towards the goal of all students achieving
excellence.

It is my firm belief that our educators are doing great work, that
our students are highly capable, and that our families care deeply
about the success of their children. However, | want to take a
risk and state that a culture of excuse-making is slowly creeping
its way into the fabric of our school community — a culture that
threatens the very excellence that we all want to see our young
people achieve.

Speaking for myself, there have been a few times during the last
month or so that | have erred on the side of being too nice, when
what | really needed to do was to hold firm. | have given in when
what | really should have done was communicated my absolute
belief in the student’s ability to meet the high expectations we
have set. | have come to realize that excellence looks like all of us
communicating our highest expectations to our students and our
children, and all of us consistently maintaining these high expec-
tations no matter how much our students or children resist taking
responsibility for meeting them.

As we move into spring, you have my word that | will make de-
cisions that reinforce my belief that all of our students can
achieve excellence. | challenge you to do the same. Together,
let’s agree that if the PE final is supposed to be 1,000 words, then
850 words just won’t do. If the eligibility form is due on Monday
morning at 8:05, then Monday morning at 10:15 is absolutely too
late. If the teacher says that a student’s behavior is disrupting
class, then this behavior needs to change. Together, let’s agree
to communicate to our young people in Newfield High School that
we don’'t need to make excuses for them. They CAN rise to the
level of excellence that we have set. They are able to do this,
they are expected to do this, and they will become better people
for having done so.

-Barry Derfel, H.S. Principal
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HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
December 6th - January 28th, 2011

HONOR ROLL

Grade 9

Caskey, Lindsey
Clay-Adams, Gaelyn
Kopf, Samuel
Murray, Alexis
Schumacher, Lauren
Wright, Maryah
Youst, Jeramie

Grade 10
Bacorn-Royce, Kyle
Camp, Kyle
Carney, Erica
Cutter, Marissa
Hoffman, Taylor
House, Jodi
Noteboom, Hollie
Vanetten, Kayla
Yaples, Michael

Grade 11

Berry, Samantha
Bleiler, Eric
Cooper, Skyler
DeMann, Caitlyn
Ferrara, Francesco
Hawke, Steven
Hayes, Corey
Neild, Zachary
Nunez, Niko
Nye-Smith, Kyle
Porter, Sean
Redman, Katherine
Velez-Valentin, Christian
Wood, Dillon
Woods, Meghan
Wright, Heather

Grade 12

Apgar, Ashley
Aubin, Skye

Brazo, Kaitlyn
Carney, Erin

Diller, Gregory

Dort, Danielle
Dwyer, Zackary
Heiderich-LaDue, Josie
Hulbert, Justin
MacGuire, Chris
Monahan Jr., Michael
Pakkala, Ashley
Porter, Samantha
Potter, Brittany
Snyder, Karrie
Stamp, Cassandra

HIGH HONOR ROLL

Grade 9

Babcock, Alyssa
Blanford, Samantha
Crawford, Mariah
Ferrara, Angelina
Fuller, Alex

Garcia, Myles
Harden, Tiffany
Hollander, Rachel
Hulbert, Brianna
Hunter, Zachary
Moore, Brandon
Moynihan, Anastasja
O’Meehan, Joellen
Pakkala, Tristan
Zichettella, Brianna

Grade 10
Atherton, Ashley
Doucett, Erin
Gerow, Jacqueline
Harris, Allison
Holley, Alexa
Hoskins, Peter
Johnson, Anna
Krogman, Luke
Marvin, Jessica
Miller, Colin
Pakkala, Megan
Peabody, Joseph
Sanders, Wesley
Scott, Connor
Sears, Kodie
Sinn, Kiersten
Terlouw, Courtney
Tubbs, Taylor
Tuckerman, Erica
Ulbing, Cynthia
Wood, Lindsey
Wood, Rebecca

Grade 11

Addy, Cal

Amato, Gabrielle
Bachelor, Kaysee
Brewster, Zachary
Carter, Zane
Delgado, lllary

Laughlin, Mitchell
Moore, Adam
TenWolde, Elizabeth
Trask, Taylor
Valentin, Jacqualine
Wall, Patricia

Grade 12
Achilles, Michelle
Allen, Carly
Berggren, Alex
Brown, Ashley
Cobb, Jacob
Diemecke, Stefan
Marshall, Emma
McCord, Dana
McKee, Kellie
Miller, Nick
Myers, Mikayla
Noteboom, Autumn
Rynone, Teryn
Sanseverino, Christina
Scott, Kayla
Seely, Kayla
Stevenson, Emily
Stiadle, Elizabeth
Stone, Caleb
Vanetten, Tiffany

€

Fargnoli-Peterson, Kelci

Friedlander, Adam
Griggs, Sarah
Hamilton, Hunter
Hulbert, Cierra
Kamin, Brandon
Lance, Emma

Student of Distinction
December 6th - January 31st,

2011

9th Grade:

Angelina Ferrara, Alexander Full-
er, Myles Garcia, Tiffany Harden,
Brianna Hulbert, Zachary Hunter,
Brandon Moore, Anastasia Moyni-
han, Joellen O’Meehan, Tristan
Pakkala, Brianna Zichettella

10th Grade:

Erin Doucett, Jacqueline Gerow,
Alexa Holley, Peter Hoskins, Anna
Johnson, Wesley Sanders, Kodie
Sears, Courtney Terlouw, Tyler
Tubbs, Erica Tuckerman, Cynthia

Ulbing, Lindsey Wood, Rebecca
Wood
11th Grade:

Zane Carter, Adam Friedlander,
Sarah Griggs, Cierra Hulbert,
Brandon Kamin, Mitchell Laughlin,
Elizabeth TenWolde, Patricia Wall

12th Grade:

Carly Allen, Alec Berggren, Ashley
Brown, Jacob Cobb, Emma Mar-
shall, Kellie McKee, Autumn Note-
boom, Marissa Piotti, Teryn Ry-
none, Kayla Seely, Karrie Snyder,
Caleb Stone, Tiffany Vanetten

Correction: Kiersten Sinn was
left off the list last time. Sorry,
Kiersten!

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

The end of the 24th-week
marking period is March 18.
You should expect your child’s
high school report card on
March 24.

Save the date - Student Council
will host the annual high school
semi-formal dance on Satur-
day, April 9, from 8:00 p.m. to
11:00 p.m. at the High School
Cafeteria. This year’s theme is
“Make a Splash”. The scheme
is similar to paint splotches of
color on a white background.
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REMINDER:

Private School/Char-
ter School transpor-
tation requests for
2011-12 are due by
April 1, 2011. Turn
your completed re-
quest form in to the
District Office.

NEWFIELD
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Thank you everyone who helped
make our Valentine’s Day Bake
Sale a success! We have great
community members who both
donated and purchased good-
ies.

A special story time will be
held on Saturday, March
26th at 10:00 at the Library.
Author Maureen Wright will
read from her books, do a craft
and sign books. Snacks will be
available. It’'s a sure cure for
cabin fever! Don’t forget that
story times will continue at
4:00 each Wednesday. The
SPCA will be here on the third
Wednesday of the month with
an adorable critter.

Tina Winstead, Library Director

Non Profit Organization
Bulk Rate
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COMMUNITY USE OF FACILITIES

The Board of Education recently approved a new procedure for
Community Use of School Facilities. Requests for use of the gyms
and/or athletic fields must be turned in during specific time pe-
riods so that conflicts can be worked out. The complete procedure
is availabe on the Board of Education page on the school website
at www.newfieldschools.org. Forms are available in the District
Office. See below for the upcoming deadline for requests.

Due Date For Activities Occurring
January 7, 2011 March 7 — June 1, 2011
April 8, 2011 June 2 — August 15, 2011
June 3, 2011 August 16 — Nov. 1, 2011

September 9, 2011
January 6, 2012

Norse (7 Notes

Children without the required vaccines will

November 2 — March 6, 2012
March 7 — June 1, 2012

If your child is going into

6th grade next year =~ NOTBE ALtl;IOWED TO
they are required to have: START 6" GRADE
a Tdap & Varicella (chickenpox) per Public Health Law Section
2164(7)(a)

vaccination

% Please have shot records and yearly physicals faxed to your school nurse
Karen Russell, RN 564-9955 ext.3114 Christine Laughlin, RN 564-9955 ext.4032
Middle/High School Health Office Fax 564-3624  Elementary School health office Fax 330-9000

School grounds are
closed at dusk. Students
and others not attending
a specific event will need

to leave the campus at
dusk each evening.

436 is the school district
code number to use on
your New York State tax
return for the Newfield
Central School District.




